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 They shall grow not old, 

as we that are left grow old;

Age shall not weary them,

nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning

We will remember them.
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An Australian Soldier of the Great War (1914 to 1918)
Full name: 
David Brown                        



Service number: 
2273
Date and place of birth: 
5/2/1890 Tayport, Scotland 


Date and place of death:
27/9/1965 Camden, NSW



Age (at enlistment): 
25years, 4 months
Rank on Enlistment:
 Private
Next of kin: 

Father – P. Brown, 71 Cemetery Lodge, Tayport, Scotland
Address, education and occupation:

Labourer

Personal characteristics (height, weight, chest, complexion, eyes, hair, religion, distinctive marks):

· 5 feet, 5 inches high
· 127 lbs (58kg)
· Dark complexion
· Brown eyes
· Dark hair
· Presbyterian
What sort of person do you think your soldier was on enlistment? What does his writing style indicate?

David Brown, I think, was a very adventurous soul. Leaving his native Scotland before WWI and ending up in rural NSW, Australia was quite spectacular for the era. His adventurous personality can also be found in the fact that he enlisted in the AIF and after WWI returned with his wife, Elizabeth, to Australia where they raised their family.
David’s brother, Robert, seems to be similar. In this research, I found that Robert had a similar history to David, whereby he migrated to Canada and joined the Canadian forces in WWI. Sgt/Major Robert Brown was killed in action in 
Date and place of enlistment: 

13th September 1915, Newcastle, NSW
Unit and rank (battalion, division – these can be used to follow him through the war):
 31st Battalion, 4th Reinforcement
Date of departure from Aust: 14 March 1916 Melbourne
Name of Boat: 
HMAT A68 Anchises 
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What places would he have travelled to?

Newcastle NSW
Melbourne VIC
Suez, Egypt
Alexandria, Egypt
Tal-al-Kebir (north of Cairo) Egypt
Etaples, France
Calais, France,
London, UK
Wareham, Dorset, UK

Larkhill, Durrington, UK

Edinburgh, Scotland

Towns on Western Front near the Somme, Ypres & Amiens

Map of the Western Front
From http://www.dva.gov.au/aboutDVA/publications/commemorative/awf/Pages/map.asp 26/04/2014
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Dates of Service

	Date/s
	Information
	Where
	Significant Comments 

	13/9/15
	Enlisted
	Newcastle, NSW
	

	13/9/15
	Fined for obscene language
	
	Same day as joining!

	14/3/16
	Date of Embarkation
	Melbourne
	

	20/4/16
	Taken on strength for 4th reinforcement
	
	

	7/5/16
	Transferred to 1st Division Pioneer
	
	

	15/4/16
	Disembarked HMT Anchises 
	Suez
	

	9/5/16
	Marched out to 1st Div Pioneer
	Tal-al-Kebir
	

	25/5/16
	Embarked overseas  ex
	Alexandria
	

	29/5/16
	Reported to ex H.T  “Invernia” (Name of ship)
	Etaples*
	

	29/6/16
	Proceeded to join unit
	
	Battle of the Somme

	7/7/16
	Taken on strength from 4/31st
	In field, France
	Battle of the Somme

	22/8/16
	Wounded in action in France – Wound to chest.
	Etaples
	Battle of the Somme

	24/8/16
	Admin Chest wound
	Etaples
	Battle of the Somme

	5/9/16
	Embarked on HS Dieppe at Calais for England – treatment for chest wound.
	Calais
	

	25/9/16
	Transferred to No. 1 Coms
	
	

	29/9/16
	Discharged
	
	

	27/10/16
	Marched out to Wareham
	Wareham, England
	

	25/1/17
	Marched in from Larkhill England
	Larkhill, England
	

	15/3/17

16/3/17
	Processing for overseas to France
	Folkestone, England
	

	16/3/17
	From England
	Etaples
	

	4/4/17
	Proceed to Join Unit
	Etaples
	

	10/4/17
	Re-joined Unit
	 Field - Etaples, France
	Bullecourt

	31/10/17 & 1/11/17
	Wounded in action – France. Later amended to “wounded accidently”.
	
	Battle of Passchendaele (31/7/17-10/7/17)

	20/11/17 & 24/11/17
	Re-joined unit – France
	
	Battle of Passchendaele

	31/1/18
	Proceeded  on leave to U.K.
	
	

	15/2/18
	Absent Without Leave 24hr. Forfeit 16 days pay
	Field
	

	17/2/18
	Re-joined Battalion
	
	Amiens

	11/10/18
	Appointed to “Driver”
	
	

	21/11/18
	Driver attached to 2nd Battalion
	
	

	23/2/18
	Absent Without Leave 24hr. Forfeit 16 days pay
	Field
	

	1/1/19
	Proceeded on Leave
	Field
	

	19/1/19
	On leave from France 5-19 Jan 1919
	London
	

	10/6/19
	Married Elizabeth Fowler Doctor
	4 Piershill Terrace Edinburgh
	

	16/8/19
	Discharged from the AIF
	London
	


*I am assuming that Etaples was an administrative base for the AIF.

What was his division doing at this time?

8th Battalion

http://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11195.asp 26/04/2014
The 8th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. Like the 5th, 6th and 7th Battalions, it was recruited from Victoria and, together with these battalions, formed the 2nd Brigade.

The battalion was raised from rural Victoria by Lieutenant Colonel William Bolton within a fortnight of the declaration of war in August 1914 and embarked just two months later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December. It later took part in the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915, as part of the second wave. Ten days after the landing, the 2nd Brigade was transferred from Anzac to Cape Helles to help in the attack on the village of Krithia. The attack captured little ground but cost the brigade almost a third of its strength. The Victorian battalions returned to Anzac to help defend the beachhead, and in August the 2nd Brigade fought at the battle of Lone Pine. The battalion served at Anzac until the evacuation in December.

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion returned to Egypt. In March 1916, it sailed for France and the Western Front. From then until 1918 the battalion was heavily involved in operations against the German Army. The battalion’s first major action in France was at Pozières in the Somme valley in July 1916. Private Thomas Cooke, one of 81 members of the battalion killed at Pozières, earned a posthumous Victoria Cross during the action. After Pozières, the battalion fought at Ypres, in Flanders, returning to the Somme for winter. In 1917, the battalion participated in the operations that followed-up the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, and then returned to Belgium to join the great offensive launched to the east of Ypres.
In March and April 1918 helped to stop the German spring offensive. The battalion subsequently participated in the allies’ own offensive, launched near Amiens on 8 August 1918. The advance by British and empire troops was the greatest success in a single day on the Western Front, one that German General Erich Ludendorff described as, “the black day of the German Army in this war”. For his actions on this day, Lieutenant William Joynt was awarded a Victoria Cross. The next day, Private Robert Beatham also earned a Victoria Cross by rushing four separate machine guns. He was killed in action two days later.

The battalion continued operations to late September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November 1918, the guns fell silent. The November armistice was followed by the peace treaty of Versailles signed on 28 June 1919.

In November 1918 members of the AIF began to return to Australia for demobilisation and discharge. In April, the battalion was so reduced that it and the 5th Battalion were amalgamated to form a composite battalion. In turn, this battalion was amalgamated with another, formed from the 6th and 7th Battalions, to form the 2nd Brigade Battalion.

Colour Patch
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Battle Honours

· Somme, 1916, '18
· Pozières
· Bullecourt
· Ypres, 1917
· Menin Road
· Polygon Wood
· Broodseinde
· Poelcappelle
· Passchendaele
· Lys
· Hazebrouck
· Amiens
· Albert, 1918
· Hindenburg Line
· Epéhy
· France and Flanders, 1916-18
· Helles
· Krithia
· Anzac
· Landing at Anzac
· Defence of Anzac
· Suvla
· Sari Bair
· Gallipoli,1915
· Suez Canal
· Egypt, 1915-16
Battle Honours source: Australian Army Orders (112), 1927. Army Head-Quarters, 9 March 1927. 'Award of Battle Honours for the Great War to Cavalry and Infantry Units.'

Casualties

· 877 killed, 2410 wounded (including gassed)

Commanding Officers

· Bolton, William Kinsey
· Brand, Charles Henry
· Coulter, Graham
· Mitchell, John Wesley
Decorations

· 3 VC

· 10 DSO and 1 Bar

· 33 MC and 6 Bars

· 43 DCM

· 32 MM, 1 bar

· 4 MSM

· 45 MID

· 9 foreign awards

References

· AWM4/23/25/1: August - October 1914 unit diary
· R.J. Austin, Cobbers in khaki: the history of the 8th Battalion, 1914-1919(McCrae: Slouch Hat Publications, 1997).

What is he likely to have experienced?

Trench Warfare
Living conditions in the trenches depended on a number of factors:

· How long & how quickly they had been established.

· If they were temporary or permanent structures.

· Weather conditions and the nature of the ground.

· The extent of enemy attacks and bombardment, etc.

British trenches were generally of a lesser quality to the German trenches. This is because the Germans occupied the battle areas first and secured higher, better ground. There were multiple lines of trenches – the fighting normally occurred in the front lines. The trenches behind were supply trenches or used for respite.
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War on the Western Front was a war of attrition. It took ten times as many men to attack than it did to defend. 

Weapons used in trench warfare included:

· Machine guns

· Gas

· Tanks 

· Aeroplanes

· General infantry weapons such as rifles, bayonets and grenades, etc.

Often life in the trenches was filled with boredom as soldiers were not always fighting. Depending on where a soldier was fighting could change their experience of war dramatically. For example, soldiers based near the Swiss border had a much quieter experience than those in northern France and Belgium. Nonetheless, the quality of life in the trenches was also dominated by comradeship, discomfort and fear.

Soldiers would rotate between the different trench lines. The common ratio was: 15% in the front line, 30% in the reserve trenches, 20% in rest areas.
Trench life was dangerous. Due to the level of poor visibility dawn and dusk were the most dangerous parts of the day – many attacks would be launched at this time. During this time, soliders were ordered to ‘stand to’ – meaning they had to be equipped for an attack. Snipers and shelling also caused a lot of stress in the trenches.
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Dulce Et Decorum Est

Wilfred Owen
Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs
And towards our distant rest began to trudge.
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots
Of disappointed shells that dropped behind.

GAS! Gas! Quick, boys!-- An ecstasy of fumbling,
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling
And floundering like a man in fire or lime.--
Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,
His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,--
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory,
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est
Pro patria mori.
Soldiers lived off rations and they often complained about the quality of their food. Naval blockades resulted in the required amount of food not reaching its destination. British soldiers survived off corned (bully) beef, stale bread and biscuits. By 1917, it is known that cooks were making bread from ground turnips and pea soup became a staple to a soldier’s diet. 

Understandably, the health and sanitation conditions were quite poor. Trench life was also dominated by the sight of rats and decomposing corpses. The wet and muddy conditions (as seen at Passchendaele) meant that soldiers often developed trench foot. Infestation of body lice was also common and many passed their time de-lousing (known as having a ‘chat’). Lice made soldiers uncomfortable and infections led to trench fever. 

In Flanders fields 

John McCrae (1872–1918) 
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Life After WWI

This is a note written by David Brown’s second-youngest daughter Barbara Betts (nee Brown) in April 2014.

“At the age of 25 years he sailed from England and was settling in Australia. I believe a mate came with him.

As it happened, the 1st World War started and dad decided to go back to his home country. When he arrived there he joined the army!*

We knew that on the battle fields he was shot in the chest at the Battle of the Somme. His mates told him to run to the medical tent which was several miles away. 

Once the wound was healed he then went back to the battle area and had no more mishaps!

After the war was over he couldn’t settle in Scotland, so my mother, who he had married, agreed and they landed back in Australia.

They needed up next to Scone where they had 3 children. Their next move was to Willow Tree. Dad worked on a farm at Warrah Creek. 

Their transport was a horse and sulky.

Years later when the Second World War started, dad joined up again. [He] was mainly on guard duty around oil depots, etc. [around Denman].

Children: Robert, Jesse, Edith, Barbara and Rachel.

 Alexander and Elsie died while babies.”
*AIF record show that David Brown joined up whilst in Australia.
Medals Awarded
British War Medal
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Victory Medal
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Photos of Addresse/s in Records

4 Piershall Terrace, Edinburgh, Scotland.

Address of Elizabeth Doctor & address where marriage was solemnized. 
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HTInvernia
Ship used to travel from Egypt to France
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WWI Battle Dates

From http://www.curryww1.com/compose/3/3.2/3.2_table1.1.htm 26/04/2014

	THE WESTERN FRONT
 AIF Infantry 1916-1918

 

	Location
	Divisions
	Battle Dates
	Battle Casualties

 

	Fromelles
	5th Div
	19-20th July 1916
	5,553

	Pozieres

Mouquet Farm
	1st, 2nd, 4th Div
	23rd July -
5th Sep 1916
	23,000

	(Somme Winter)

Flers,Gueudecourt
Bapaume, Lagnicourt
	1st, 2nd, 4th,       5th Div
	5th Nov 1916-
 
31st Mar 1917
	14,907

	Bullecourt
	4th Div
	11th April 1917
	3,289

	2nd Bullecourt
	1st, 2nd, 5th Div
	3rd-17th May
	7,000

	Messines
	3rd, 4th Div
	7th-10th Jun 1917
	6,800

	3rd Battle of Ypres
	All
	20th Sep-Oct 1917
	15,392

	Menin Rd
	1st, 2nd Div
	20th Sep 1917
	5,013

	Polygon Wood
	4th, 5th Div
	26th Sep 1917
	7,188

	Broodseinde Ridge
	1st, 2nd, 3rd Div
	  4th Oct 1917
	6,500

	Passchendaele
	3rd, 4th Div
	12th Oct 1917
	4,000

	(German Offensive)

Hazebrouck

Dernancourt

Morlancourt
Villers-Bretonneux
	All
	21st Mar 1918
 
 
 7th May 1918
	15,083

	Hamel
	3rd Div
	4th Jul 1918
	1,137

	Amiens
	All
	8th-21st Aug 1918
	6,491

	Assault on the

Hindenberg Line
	All
	Sep-Oct 1918
	11,418

	Mont St Quentin
	2nd, 3rd, 5th Div
	Sep 1918
	3,027

	Montbrehain
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